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and the railway officials needed in the civilized administration of tropical
Africa. The Indian, liked by both black and .white, will serve as a link
between these two divergent races.
As to the Indian traders, who are miscalled Arabs, it would
appear best to consider the objections raised to their coming to
the Colony,
From the papers, especially The Natal Mercury of 6-7-394,
and The Natal Advertiser of 15-9-'93, the objections appear to be
that they are successful traders, and that, their mode of living be-
ing very simple, they compete with the European trader in petty
trades. I dismiss as unworthy of consideration the generalizations
from rare particular Instances that the Indians resort to sharp
practices. As to the particular instances of insolvency, I would
only say, without meaning in the least to defend them, "Let those
that are without sin first cast a stone". Please examine the records
of the Insolvency Court.
Coming to the serious objection as to successful competition,
I believe it is true. But is that a reason for driving them out of the
Colony? Will such a method commend itself to a body of civilized
mea? What is it that makes them so successful competitors? He
who runs may see that it is nothing but their habits, which are
extremely simple, though not barbarous, as The Natal Advertiser
would have it. The chiefest element of their success, In my humble
opinion, is their total abstinence from drink and its attendant evils.
That habit at once causes an enormous saving of money. More-
over, their tastes are simple, and they are satisfied with compa-
ratively small profits, because they do not keep uselessly large
establishments. In short, they earn their bread by the sweat of
their brow. It is difficult to see how these facts can be urged as
an objection to their stopping in the Colony. Of course, they do
not gamble, as a rule do not smoke, and can put up with little
inconveniences; work more than eight hours a day. Should they
be expected to, is it desirable that they should, abandon these vir-
tues, and contract the terrible vices under which the Western
nations are groaning, so that thev^ may be permitted to live in the
Colony without molestation?
It will be best, also, to consider the common objection to
the Indian traders and labourers. It is their insanitary habits. I
am afraid I must, to my great mortification,, admit this charge
partially. While much that Is said against their insanitary habits
proceeds merely out of spite and hatred, there is no denying that
in this respect they are not everything that could be desired. That,